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5. Summary

The aim of this study was to prepare the subject of Inter—Korean Exchange and
Cooperation in medical technology field. We investigated technology trends of research on
development of new natural drugs in North Korea by medical and scientific literatures

published by North Korea during the past ten years

This study uses two methods of analysis. First, we tried to do quantitative analysis for
identifying development of new natural drugs trends in North Korea. We collected 1,677
articles associated with natural substances for human use for the treatment of diseases from
four medical literatures(Preventive Medicine, Korean Medicine, Basic Medicine and Korean
Pharmacy) and three scientific literatures(Technological Innovation, Bulletin of the Academy
Sciences and Official Journal of Invention). We analyzed these articles by a year, an
author, a natural substance, Korean classification of disease and a research institute and
tried to do a detailed analysis. We identified the major trends in new natural drugs studies
and natural resources for treating disease and improving health. We also found some
characteristics of literatures of North Korea through raw data of natural drugs and
interviews from refugees, major researchers who recently studied and patented natural

medicine.

Second, we evaluated technology of new natural drugs in North Korea by qualitative
analysis. We selected 41 major natural substances and 206 articles from medical literature
based on quantitative analysis. We suggested the Research and Development Phases for new
natural drugs of North Korea considered Inter—Korean R&D project in the future. We
identified the general development steps of new natural drugs and we compared with
development standard of South Korea. As a result, we found major researchers, research
institutes and priority natural substances for development of new natural drugs on
Inter—Korean Exchange and Cooperation in medical technology.

This study highlights the valuable role of the South Korea in the Inter—Korean R&D
project. Based on this result, South Korea government should embark on a new chapter in
Inter-Korean Exchange and Cooperation. We suggested advance arrangements such as

understanding the current development difference of medical technology, R&D agreement

and staged approach.
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